EMPOWERING SUCCESS

What We Do
The mission of Communities In Schools is to surround students
with a community of support empowering them to stay in school
and achieve in life.
Communities In Schools is the nation’s largest dropout prevention organization.
By bringing caring adults into the schools to address children’s unmet needs, CIS provides the link
between educators and the community. The result: teachers are free to teach, and students – many
in jeopardy of dropping out – have the opportunity to focus on learning.
CIS of Glynn County believes that every child needs and deserves “Five Basics.”

Five Basic Needs
• A one-on-one relationship with a caring adult
• A safe place to learn and grow
• A healthy start and a healthy future
• A marketable skill to use upon graduation
• A chance to give back to peers and the
community

CIS Glynn: Fulfilling the Mission
During the 2017-18 school year we served more than 420 students.
than 10 years ago, 100 percent of students at Brunswick High School
and Glynn Academy who received CIS services graduated from high
school. This helped contribute to a best-ever Glynn County
high school graduation rate of 90.93 percent!
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Jim Weidhaas, Chair
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Catherine Wood, Treasurer
Detra Brock, Secretary
Craig Campbell
Brooke Carter

Chip Hamby
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The Glynn CIS Board of Directors represents a diverse cross-section of the community. Board members
serve voluntarily and pledge to commit their time, professional experience, energy, passion and
one of three local CIS committees: Executive, Resource Development and Public Relations.

The name says it all . . .
Glynn Academy Principal Matthew
Blackstone’s experience with Communities In
Schools goes back to the program’s beginning
in the late 2000s at Brunswick High School
where he served as assistant principal at the
time. “I saw the success they had in helping
students and was impressed with their ability
to adapt and provide specific resources to
meet individual student needs.” When he
became principal at Glynn Middle School, he GA Site Coordinator Jazmin Ponce with Principal Matthew Blackstone.
knew that he wanted CIS in his school. “It’s
one of the reasons I asked that Glynn Middle be considered to host a CIS site when the program
expanded to middle school.”
“They are like having a service-oriented group on campus that can modify and adapt to your
school’s specific needs. At Glynn Middle, CIS established a clothing closet, which was a big need
from the standpoint that many students came to school in dirty clothes or clothes that weren’t
appropriate for the weather or a particular activity that day. The beautiful part of CIS is that
whatever the need is, they can adapt and fill that need,” Blackstone said.
The CIS site coordinator at GA works closely with the school’s counseling department and Edginuity
program to identify specific student needs. “For instance, if a student needs glasses and the parent
doesn’t have the resources to provide them, we let CIS know and once the paperwork is completed
with the parent, the student can begin to receive those basic resources through CIS,” Blackstone
said. “CIS provides services so that teachers can focus on academics and classroom learning. CIS
fills the gaps with whatever is necessary for the student to be successful. However, they also look at
the broad picture . . . what can CIS do to support the school? And these needs change each year.”
Blackstone credits CIS with having an impact on Glynn County’s improving graduation rate, which
exceeded 90 percent in 2018. “Our community identified improving the graduation rate as one of the
most important things we could focus on collectively and the efforts have paid off. CIS has certainly
been a part of that, with their ultimate goal being to help students become productive members of
society. For some it may be college, while for others it may be military service or getting connected
with available jobs, which CIS does very well.”
Blackstone recalled one student in particular who’s life turned around when she found Communities
In Schools. “This particular young lady got behind in middle school and was involved with friends
who weren’t really “friends,” which she found out in her second eighth-grade year. She made it a
mission to drop those friends and find resources to help her achieve her goals. She latched onto
CIS here at Glynn Academy and actually graduated in three years. I’ve never seen anything like it.
She went to college to be a chef and after talking to her mother, I learned that she was working at
Disney World in Orlando in one of their programs to continue her education. This wasn’t a young
lady who didn’t have means, she just didn’t have direction. Once she got involved with CIS she
realized that she couldn’t do what she was doing and expect to get where she wanted to be. To
graduate high school in three years is not an easy task, and to do it after you have been retained is
almost next to impossible. But she pulled it off and I’m a firm believer that Communities In Schools
is a major reason why that happened.”

Meet our students . . .
Hannah Panuelo is a former Mirconesian/American
Communities In Schools student. She became
pregnant during her junior year at Brunswick High
School and struggled to balance her desire to
graduate with the duties of being a parent, while
continuing to show respect for her father’s
Micronesian culture. Hannah enrolled in CIS her
freshman year for attendance concerns and failing
grades. CIS helped her obtain emergency dental
surgery and glasses so that she could focus on
school. CIS also provided tutoring and additional
services to help her catch up on her school work
and prepare for graduation. During her senior year,
Hannah took the ACT and earned a score that
enabled her to enroll in technical college, however
her father did not initially support that career choice.
She wanted to give up and didn’t see the purpose
of graduation, especially since no one in her family
had ever graduated from high school. She
struggled daily with attendance and grades. CIS
Hannah with two of her most precious possessions—her daughter
staff picked her up for school and provided a laptop and her high school diploma.
for her to work at home. Hannah was not able to
walk at graduation because she was short one credit. Again, she refused to give up. She went to
summer school and was able to complete the credit and receive her diploma. Hannah is now
working hard to get financial aid to enroll in technical college where she wants to pursue a career as
a dental assistant.
At the beginning of the 2017-18 school year, CIS received a referral for
Anthony, who had lost his mother the previous spring. When we first
met, his eyes were empty and his head hung low. He struggled to stay
awake during the day. During a series of home visits, layers of loss
were uncovered. We would leave the home in tears, wanting to take
away their pain. We started with daily hugs and check ins. He would
melt into our arms, clearly longing for nurture. His grandmother was
now very ill and in and out of the hospital. Naturally, he was fearful and
had learned to expect loss. We started a trauma group at school where
students could begin to discuss their pain, see that others were hurting
too, and learn coping strategies. For months, Anthony wouldn't speak of
his pain until one day he simply said "yeah my Mom died and I'm sad
too." It was a breakthrough! We continued to help the family, getting
death benefits in place, connecting with community resources, and even
decorating their temporary home (a local motel) for the holidays. The family is now awaiting a Habitat
House and Anthony is on track for middle school. We know that there are truly brighter days ahead
for Anthony and his family.

Communities in Schools of Glynn County is in the strongest financial position in the organization’s history
thanks to the generous support of our partners who recognize the difference we are making in the lives of our
most vulnerable youth. The CIS of Glynn Board of Directors is committed to maintaining and strengthening
the organization so that we can continue our mission to “surround students with a community of support,
empowering them to stay in school and achieve in life.”

Individual Partners
Mr. and Mrs. G. Millard Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Ashurst
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Barbee
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Barrett
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Blackburn
Dr. and Mrs. Mitchell Vernon Brock
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Watt Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Greer Brown
Ms. Sally Brown
Mr. and Mrs. William Frederick Brunson, III
Mr. and Mrs. William Burdell
Rev. Craig Campbell
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Capes
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Mackay Cate
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Chitty
Ms. Tammy Cirmotich
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Clark
Dr. and Mrs. Brandon Clements
Ms. Donna Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Al Downey
Mr. and Mrs. William Downey
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Dyer
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Entwistle
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Erickson
Mrs. Mary Lou Folts
Mr. and Mrs. Trey Freeman

Dr. and Mrs. Beau Sasser
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Schellhorn
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Shanks
Ms. Susan Shipman
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Shuman
Dr. and Mrs. Willard Snyder
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Squire
Dr. and Mrs. Sherm Stevenson
Mr. and Mrs. Freddy Stroud
Mr. and Mrs. John Teel
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Shannon Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Toscano
Judge and Mrs. James Tuten
Mr. and Mrs. John Tuten
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Vanderbeck
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Veal
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Vrolijk
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Watkins
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Watson
Drs. John and Missy Weaver
Mr. Harold Weese
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Weidhaas
Mr. and Mrs. John Thomas Whelchel
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wilkins
Ms. Barbara Wilsher
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Woody Woodside

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Fritchman
Mr. and Mrs. Tucker Grigg, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Gussman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hamby, III
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Hendley
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Jules
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kilgore
Mr. and Mrs. Vic Long
Mr. and Mrs. Davis Love, III
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Love
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin MacKethan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Malone
Mrs. Jeanne Manning
Mr. and Mrs. John McKeown
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Brinson Meredith, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Moline
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Motos
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Myers
Mr. and Mrs. David O’Quinn
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pandolfi
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Parker
Miss Kelli Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Plyler
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Trae Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Sams
Mr. and Mrs. Woodrow Sapp

Business Partners
Mari Max

Affordable Lady Painters, LLC
AT&T
BeSeen Outdoor
Boys & Girls Clubs of Southeast Georgia
Brunswick-Glynn County Development Authority
Brunswick-Golden Isles Chamber of Commerce
Cannon’s Coastal Cleaners
Cherokee Garden Club
Clement & Company, LLC
Coastal Bank of Georgia
Coastal Kitchen
Coastal Oral Surgery
College of Coastal Georgia
Conquer
Costco
First United Methodist Church of Brunswick
Frederica Academy
Georgia Power Foundation
Glynn County School System
Golden Isles Career Academy
GP Cellulose
Halyards
Harrison Design
Kiwanis Club of Brunswick

McGinty Gordon & Associates
Mosquito Authority
Pirates of the Spanish Main
Rich Products
Roberts Civil Engineering
Safe Harbor Children’s Center
Sea Island Company
Sea Island Properties
Sea Side Home
ServiceMaster Restore
Shell & Hogan, LLC
Southeast Georgia Health System
Southern Soul
St. Simons Community Church
St. Simons Dental Associates
St. Simons Island Rotary Club
St. Simons Island United Methodist Church
The Crab Trap
The Vine
Uncle Don’s Local Market
United Community Bank
Weaver Orthodontics
Wesley United Methodist Church
Worthy Pools and Spas

Grant Partners

Brunswick Housing Authority
Christ Church Frederica
Communities In Schools of Georgia
Communities of Coastal Georgia Foundation
Fitzgerald Foundation
Gulfstream

Katz-Whittle Foundation
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
St. Mary’s United Methodist Church Foundation
The David R. Clare and Margaret C. Clare Foundation
The Davis Love Foundation
United Way of Coastal Georgia

Our Community Partners
Making a difference in the lives of students and their families . . .
Located on St. Simons Island, Mari Max is a
contemporary boutique offering everything
from designer clothing and fine jewelry to
shoes, accessories and everyday basics.
Owners Mary McKenzie and Ashly Shingler
proudly support the mission and work of
Communities In Schools of Glynn County.
“As a local business, it is important to give
back,” McKenzie said. “We have been on
location and have seen first hand how CIS
works inside our school system. They are
changing the lives of our local youth, helping them succeed not just in the
class room but in life. After meeting with the staff and getting informed about
all the work CIS does in our community, we knew this was an organization
we wanted to support.”
Mari Max hosts a fundraising event during the Christmas holidays each year
called “Shop for a Cause” where a portion of proceeds from all sales that day
are donated to Communities In Schools of Glynn. CIS Executive Director
Lynn Love said that the funds are used to provide direct services and support
to students… anything from snacks, school supplies, back packs and
clothing, to needed medical or dental services. “We are so thankful for the
generous support of Mari Max and all of our great partners. They are helping
to make a tremendous impact in our community that will be felt for
Ashly Shingler and Mary McKenzie
generations to come.”

Communities In Schools Glynn County
P.O. Box 2318
Brunswick, Ga 31521 llove@cisglynn.org PH: 912-275-7425
www.glynncounty.communitiesinschools.org
Be social and follow us!

Facebook.com/cisofglynncounty
Instagram: @cisofglynn

The mission of Communities In Schools is to surround students with a community of support, empowering
them to stay in school and achieve in life.

